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COMING UP FAST 

Wednesday, September 14: 7 PM 

Gander Mountain meeting room: Washington PA Crown Center 
Increasing Biodiversity on Your Land, with Jose Taracido 

Be it forest, field or water, the opportunities for wildlife habitat development and 

biodiversity expansion are unbounded. 

 

Saturday, Sept 17: 1 to 4 PM 

Follow up Tour of Jose’s (FANTASTIC) Washington County Property 
Numerous fields, crops, wildlife boxes, watery places, and varied habitats... 

John and Maureen Burnham will meet anyone interested in following them to Jose's at 

Old Concord Church's parking lot off Route 18 at noon. For those driving: 

Jose Taracido / 139 Short Ridge Rd / Coal Center, PA 15423  
If anyone would like to sup at High Point restaurant after the tour, Maureen asks for a 

RSVP phone call: 724-223-8781.  The outside dining room, and view, is spectacular. 

 

Review of August Tour 

 
 On a beautiful Saturday in August, a sizable group of 17 woodland fans visited 

Muddy Mountain Woodlands in Jefferson, PA.   Some of us had visited in 2008, when 

the late Lloyd Casey owned the property.  At that time we learned and practiced how to 

inventory our woods in the manner of foresters.  Luckily, this property is now in the 

hands of engaged and energetic woodland owners Sarah and Ryan Egidi.  The first thing 

we all noticed was the really nice fence and gate along the public road access, which has 

helped the Egidis control trespassers with ATVs and partiers who had become 

accustomed to using the property as their own.  We started off examining different maps 

of the property devised by Ryan.  We then toured tree plots where the Egidis were 

controlling invasives and then attempting to re-establish seedlings.  Deeper into the 

property, we toured through the established forest where there was a nice collection of 

managed hardwoods.  In the middle of the property, the Egidis have set up a pleasant 

camp-site with fire pit, berry patch, and shed.  Here they provided a nice spread of 

sustenance to keep us going after trudging up Muddy Mountain.  Lloyd Casey would be 

proud that this piece of forest continues to be under excellent and committed 

management.             ----Gay Thistle 

tel:724-223-8781


How To Estimate Tree Age 
by R. Bruce Allison 

 

Whenever I drop a big tree, I almost automatically put aside the chain saw and turn my 

attention to counting annular rings in the stump.  Most loggers and arborists who have 

paid attention to this irrefutable testimony of a tree’s age develop a good eye for judging 

ages of living trees.  There is obviously a positive correlation between tree girth and tree 

age.  Growth rate, however, varies considerably between species.  Tree health, soil, 

climatic and site conditions also have a significant effect on rate of annular growth. 

 

You won’t really know how old a tree is unless you take a core boring into the trunk or 

cut it down.  You can make fairly good estimates, however, using a simple formula 

published by the International Society of Arboriculture. 

 

First determine tree diameter in inches measured at 4 1/2 feet above ground level.  

Remember that diameter equals circumference divided by 3.14.  The following table 

assigns a factor number to various species.  Multiply the diameter in inches by the 

appropriate factor to determine the estimated tree age. 

 

Tree Species      Factor 

 

Red Maple      4 ½ 

Silver Maple      3 

Sugar Maple      5 ½ 

Shagbark Hickory     7 ½ 

American Beech     6 

White Ash      5 

Eastern Black Walnut     4 ½ 

Sweetgum      4 

Tuliptree      3 

White Pine      5 

American Sycamore     4 

Black Cherry      5 

White Oak      5 

Pin Oak      3 

Northern Red Oak     4 

American Elm      4 

 

 

 

“This is a fun way of estimating the age of a standing, living tree.  But remember that 

these factors will only give you a ballpark figure of the tree’s actual age.” 

 

    -------[Submitted by] Bill Wentzel, Retired Forester 

 

 



Planning Trails for Your Woodlands 
 

 Have you ever thought about putting in new trails or improving existing trails in 

your woodlands? A good, well-planned, designed, constructed, and maintained trail 

system through your woodlands can provide many positive benefits. It can increase the 

recreational and economic value of your land. It can make it easier for you and your 

family to enjoy the property by improving access to different woodland areas. Well-

designed trail systems can simplify timber evaluations or help in creating firebreaks. 

There are on-line resources to help you plan trails systems for your woodlands. 

 A good resource to help woodland owners plan trails is the University of 

Arkansas Extension publication, “Nature Trail Development on Small Acreages.” This 

publication provides an introduction to design nature walking, hiking, horseback riding or 

ATV trails on less than 40 acres. This guide emphasizes designing a trail with 

sustainability in mind that will save time and money over the long term and minimize 

future trail maintenance. According to the publication, a major factor in developing a 

sustainable trail is managing water. Trails should follow the contour of the land to help 

minimize erosion problems. 

 There are other more in-depth trail planning guides available for woodland 

owners. One is the PA DCNR publication, “Pennsylvania Trail Design & Development 

Principles: Guidelines for Sustainable, Non-motorized Trails,” which is available through 

the Pennsylvania Land Trust Association Conservation Tools.Org website. This guide 

presents a compilation of best practices and guidelines for planning, constructing, and 

managing non-motorized trails that are both physically and environmentally sustainable. 

It also presents techniques for developing trails that create desirable and enjoyable 

experiences for trail users. Another in-depth guide is the USDA Forest Service 

publication “Trail Construction and Maintenance Notebook, 2000 Edition.” 

 You should design and construct trails to avoid poorly drained soil on flat land 

that may become muddy after rainfall or where groundwater seeps from a hillside. Trail 

development in these areas may adversely affect wildlife and plants using the seep or 

shallow water area. If disturbance is unavoidable, refer to an accredited publication such 

as “Wetland Trail Design and Construction”, by the U.S. Department of Transportation, 

Federal Highway Administration. And, consider assistance from your local Natural 

Resources Conservation Service and County Conservation Office. 

 Another helpful resource is “Planning Trails with Wildlife in Mind: A Handbook 

for Trail Planners”, available on-line from the “American Trails” website. The handbook 

helps planners identify how potential trail designs impact wildlife, as well as how trails 

can help preserve wildlife habitat and delicate ecosystems. The handbook includes a 

practical checklist for trail planning, case studies, management approaches, and other 

information sources on trails and their environmental impacts. 

 All of these publications emphasize the importance for scouting, designing, 

constructing, and maintaining a trail. Good planning includes understanding the lay of the 

land. With proper planning it is possible to design trails that minimize human disturbance 

and impact on wildlife, plants, soils, and waterways while providing years of enjoyment 

for you and your family.   

  ------By George Hurd, from May 2016 E-Forest Leaves, Penn St. Ext. 

  

http://www.uaex.edu/publications/pdf/MP488.pdf
http://conservationtools.org/library_items/1242
http://conservationtools.org/library_items/1242
http://www.fs.fed.us/t-d/pubs/htmlpubs/htm00232839/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/publications/fs_publications/07232804/pdf07232804.pdf
http://www.americantrails.org/wild/


REMAINING CALENDAR, 2016 
 

SAT, October 1:  “Rain or Shine”-  SWPWO  Picnic  
 

WED, October 12: 7PM   
Timber Harvest Workshop, featuring a professional forester, in addition to our service 

forester, Russell Gibbs.  A survey of the entire timber sale process.  Sponsored by the 

Greene County Conservation District (724-852-5278)  

Greene County Fairgrounds, Bldg. #10, downstairs  
 

WED, November 9:  7PM  
From Acorn To  Mighty  Oak, with  Gary  Miller    

Learn how to encourage and 

enhance  the  development  and  maintenance  of  oaks  in  your  woods.  Oak trees are 

important for wildlife forage, habitat, forest structure, timber, and recreation  

in our Appalachian Forests.  Greene County Fairgrounds,  Bldg. #10 

 
SAT, November 12:  1-4 PM  

Crop Tree  Management  in  Oaks, with  Arlyn Perkey  &  Gary  Miller  –  Your forest 

is a garden. How does your garden grow? Perkey Tree Farm, W. Greene County  

 

 SWPWO Executive Committee, Officers for 2016 

John Burnham - President              
Mark Fajerski -Vice President                      

      Maureen Burnham- Secretary  
   Maria Piantanida - Treasurer 

Board of Directors   
Ryan Egidi, Bob Brown, Tony Knaus 

 
Advisors 

Russell Gibbs, Jessica Salter - PA Service Foresters; Bill Wentzel, Arlyn Perkey 
Newsletter Editor: David Cressey  ddcressey23@gmail.com 

Past Presidents 
Harold Thistle, Bob Daley, Gay Thistle 

 

 
Our Purpose 

Southwestern Pennsylvania Woodland  
Owners (SWPWO), a not for profit 

association, is an organization of individuals 
interested in sound woodland management 
practices to encourage  the diverse use of  

forests for timber production, wildlife habitat, 
watershed protection and recreation, and to 

promote this multiple-use philosophy through 
education and technical assistance for the 

benefit of the membership and general public. 

 

 
Membership Information  

Membership dues will be collected at meetings or 
can be sent to: 

SWPWO 
2506 Hollywood Dr. 

Pittsburgh, PA 15235 
 

If sending in dues, please include name, address, 
phone number and an e-mail address.  
Membership to the Southwestern Pennsylvania 
Woodland Owners Association is $10 per year for 
an individual and $15 per year for a household.  
Keep your membership up to date to continue to 
receive the newsletter and yearly calendar. 


