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Upcoming Events 
Wednesday, April 19, 7:00-9:00 – Planning to Reap the Benefits of Owning your Woods 
Meeting– Jim Finley, Professor of Forest Resources, PSU, with a roundtable discussion 
including SWPWO members. Come see Dr. Jim Finley, who has given us inspiring 
information over the years that has helped us and help to decisions about managing our 
woods. Location:  Washington & Jefferson College/ Burnett Center/ Room 103   
 
Saturday, April 22, 1:00-4:00 – Feet on the Ground Planning Tour-– Russ Gibbs, PA 
Service Forester will lead us through SWPWO member Rebecca Trigger’s property in 
Jefferson, PA (Greene County).  Rebecca began managing her woodlot in 2014.  With 
advice from Russ and her sweat she has created road access and cleared grapevines and 
invasive species.  We will tour some of these treated areas and consider:  What was 
planned, what was achieved and how she plans to move forward.  Managing a forested 
property is an ongoing process and we will explore some of the options landowners may 
have regarding challenges on their own property.  Topics of discussion on the tour will 
include invasive species management, access trail construction, fuelwood management, 
wildlife habitat, and microsites. Following the tour, a portable sawmill demonstration 
will be conducted by students from the Waynesburg Central High School.  Meet at the 
Greene County Fairgrounds, Building #10 to carpool or follow to tour site.  Caravan will 
leave at 12:30 PM. 

Friday, April 28, 2017, 1-3 PM- Arbor Day Planting-  Bill Wentzel along with 
Waynesburg Boro will be planting trees in the Commons area (north of High St, between 
town and Waynesburg University) to celebrate Arbor Day.  Students for Waynesburg 
Middle School have been invited.  SWPWO members are invited along to assist.  All tools 
will be supplied 

Sunday April 30, 2017- Enlow Flower Walk- Get outside and tour a wonderful world of 
wildflowers in the hinterlands of Greene County known for its profusion of Blue Eyed 
Mary’s, plus many other spring flowers, paw paws, and birds.  Visit the website for more 
information: http://enlowfork.tripod.com/ 

 

 

http://enlowfork.tripod.com/


What Our Members Have Been Up To This Winter 
 

 Member Mark Fajerski’s largest Sugar Maple has been officially listed as a 
“Champion Tree of Pennsylvania” and as Mark says, the second biggest sugar 
maple in Washington county.  Congratulations to Mark for cultivating this large 
tree and also going through the process to get it registered.  More information 
can be found at: 
http://www.pabigtrees.com/tree_detail.aspx?tree=TR20170303094126313 

 

 
 

 Member Tony Knaus’ farm and his tenant “Horses with Hope” were awarded the 
2016 Equine Conservation Award by the Washington County Conservation 
District.  They were recognized for continuing to improve conservation practices 
in order to better the environmental stewardship of the operation. Good work 
Tony. 

 
 Members John and Maureen Burnham have been appointed to serve as Co-

Chairs of the PA Tree Farm Committee.  They have been instrumental in 
preparing for the new face of PA Tree Farm as it joins its efforts with those of 
Pennsylvania Forestry Association.  Harold and Gay Thistle have been appointed 
as Co-Vice Chairs of the Committee.  We wish them the best. 
 

Keep up the good work to spread the word about the benefits of managed 
forests! 

 

 

Private Landowner’s Conference Highlights 
 

The Burnhams, the Gregors, Russ Orme, Mark Fajerski, Rebecca Trigger and I (Gay 
Thistle) attended the Private Landowners Conference in Altoona, March 24-25.  Below 
are some tidbits that we learned. 
 
Gay Thistle attended talks on bird id, using GPS units on your woodlot, using mapping 
tools to help manage your woods, and woodland management with climate change.  

http://www.pabigtrees.com/tree_detail.aspx?tree=TR20170303094126313


The theme in the climate change talks was for landowners to manage resilient forests 
and that a forest that can withstand changes is one that is diverse in tree species as well 
as age classes.   I learned that the weather in PA’s near future will continue the trend of 
warmer temperatures with more intense rain events- though most of the water will end 
up as run-off.   Trees that will be losers under these drier conditions are aspen and black 
cherry.  Winners will be oaks and hickories.  If you are planning a tree planting on your 
farm in PA- the long term outlook is that the climate will resemble that of Georgia so 
look at what is growing there to plan these plantings.  A Forest Adaptation Workbook 
resource to help manage your land can be found at: 
https://adaptationworkbook.org/about. 

Rebecca Trigger found the conference very informative and she writes: It was wonderful 
being with so many folks who love the forest as much as I do.  She learned the 
importance of getting a “cost basis analysis of her forest established.  Once valuation is 
done, then profits from timbering are seen as “profit motive”.  In PA forests, average 
“profit motive” is 1.2% per year.  BATS love to live in Shagbark Hickory on Southern 
Slopes, which I have, so she will be on the lookout for them. There is a microphone 
device to hook up an IPAD, then walk in the woods with it at night, it picks up the 
frequency of bats and you will be able to “hear” them.  Wood Charcoal is an excellent 
soil enhancement (e.g. retains large amounts of water, can be used in place of lime, and 
so on).  Bears make nests in tree tops (She had a bear hanging out on my farm – so she 
is going to look for “bear nests”). 

Plan to attend the conference in 2019. 

************************************ 

2017 SWPWO Calendar (updated 3/2017) 
Wednesday, May 10, 7:00-9:00 –Managing Invasive Plants and Native Alternatives –Laura 
Blackburn and Heather Smith USDA Forest Service Ecologists will discuss the pathways of 
invasive plants, the important role native plants play in your woodlot and share some 
suggestions for replacement native species.  Location: Greene County Fairgrounds/ Building 
10(Upstairs) 
 
Saturday, May 13, 1:00-4:00 – Tour of West Virginia Botanical Garden, Morgantown, WV 
(http://www.wvbg.org) State Foresters say it is one of the healthiest stands of hemlocks left in 
WV. Invasives have been and will always be a management issue here, especially in areas that 
have been disturbed.   Our guide will share info about their practices which will include a look at 
a basin that they plan to partially re-flood and a new native wetland meadow they will establish 
next to it. Location: Welcome Center of the Garden. 
 
NEW Saturday, June 10, 1 00–? - SWPWO Picnic – Spend a  day in the woods and enjoy a 
potluck picnic open to members and their families.  We provide the meat, bread, water, and 
utensils.  More information will follow. 
 

https://adaptationworkbook.org/about
http://www.wvbg.org/


Saturday, July 8  1:00- 4:00 PM– Tree ID and Natural Regeneration with Species and Site 
Selection at SWPWO members Piantanida/Novendstern’s tree farm with Arlyn Perkey, USDA 
Forest Service(Retired) as a tour guide .   Come learn about tree identification from our expert 
teacher and tour a beautiful woodlot. Meet at Crown Center Mall parking lot, in front of Sears 
Auto Repair garage doors to carpool.  Caravan will leave at 12:00 noon. 
 
Friday, August 11, 1:00 - 3:00PM – Wood Pellet Plant Tour/ Greene County/Note unusual day 
of the week.  Tour a local wood industry.  Meet to carpool at the Greene County Fairgrounds, 
Building #10 parking lot at 12:30 PM. 
 
Wednesday, September 13, 7:00-9:00 – Planning a timber harvest?  Review the Dos and Don’ts 
for success in planning and implementing a timber harvest.  Jim Elze – Professional Forester. At 
the Washington Conservation District offices (new offices) 
 
Saturday, September 16, 1:00-4:00 – Harvest Site Tour at SWPWO member Bob Brown’s Tree 
Farm with Jim Elze in Greene County PA – Professional Forester.  Meet to carpool at the Greene 
County Fairgrounds, Building #10 parking lot at 12:30 PM. 
 
NEW Sunday, October 1, State wide “Walk in Penn’s Woods Day”.  This is the first of an annual 
state–wide event to get into the woods.  Each county in Pa and also State Parks/Forests will be 
hosting a tour of their woodlots.  SWPWO will be participating. In Greene County, the Thistles 
will hold a tour and the Burnhams will host a tour in Washington County. 
 
Wednesday, November 8, 7:00-9:00 – Managing Disturbances (EAB)  Learn about techniques 
and strategies to re-establish a healthy forest in your woods that has been taken out by 
invasives, a harvest, or other disturbance. This talk will focus on the White Ashh die off.  Greene 
County/ Details and location to follow 
 
Saturday, November 11, 1:00-4:00 – Tour Ryerson State Park and see the the status of plans to 
recover its natural diversity and attraction to the public.  Meet to carpool at the Greene County 
Fairgrounds, Building #10 parking lot at 12:30 PM. 

 
SW PA website has the latest information about our events, contact information and also other news of 

interest for private woodland owners.  Bookmark it today: (http://www.swpwopa.com/ ) or just google 

SWPWO 
Editors:  Gay and Harold Thistle- We always welcome content for this newsletter.  Please send it to 
gaythistle@gmail.com 
 

 
Our Purpose 

Southwestern Pennsylvania Woodland  Owners 
(SWPWO), a not for profit association, is an 

organization of individuals interested in sound 
woodland management practices to encourage  
the diverse use of  forests for timber production, 

wildlife habitat, watershed protection and 
recreation, and to promote this multiple-use 
philosophy through education and technical 

assistance for the benefit of the membership and 
general public. 

 

 
Membership Information  

Membership dues will be collected at meetings or can be 
sent to: 

SWPWO 
2506 Hollywood Dr. 

Pittsburgh, PA 15235 
 

If sending in dues, please include name, address, phone 
number and an e-mail address.  Membership to the 
Southwestern Pennsylvania Woodland Owners 
Association is $10 per year for an individual and $15 per 
year for a household.  Keep your membership up to date 
to continue to receive the newsletter and yearly 
calendar. 

http://www.swpwopa.com/
mailto:gaythistle@gmail.com

