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Next Event:   Friday/Saturday, March 24-25 – Enriching Woodland Values/Forest 
Landowners Conference, Blair County Convention Center, Altoona, PA.  Join fellow 
woodland owners for a great and affordable conference that will provide valuable 
information to help run your farm.  More details and register at this link:  
http://ecosystems.psu.edu/research/centers/private-forests/outreach/conferences 
 or call 814-360-3131. 

 
********************************** 

Tree Measurement – This Is That Time of Year – Why Bother? 
 
To many people, the forest is a static environment.  The evolution is so slow that the change is almost 
imperceptible.  Some people want the woods to stay just as it is, so they do nothing.  No matter what we 
do or don’t do, our woods will change.  The forest is in a constant state of flux.  Trees are dying, new trees 
are starting, and weather events are happening.  You can monitor the changes from year to year by 
measuring your trees.  Whether you have a couple of beauties in your front yard or a large forest, 
measuring your trees can be rewarding.  How did your tree garden grow? 
Steps to measuring: 

 Mark and number your trees to be measured -  A horizontal line 4 ½ feet above the ground to 
insure you measure the same spot each year -  A tree number for record keeping. You can use 
tree paint; easy to find at home centers or in catalogues. 

 Measure the diameter of the tree using a D-tape that goes around the circumference of the tree 
but is calibrated to show the diameter directly.   Or, measure the circumference of the tree with 
a standard tape measure and divide the result by 3.14 to get the diameter.  

 Record the diameter for each tree by its number. 

 Measure the trees each year after they go dormant. (leaf fall-March in our neck of the woods) 
The fun really starts once you make the second-year measurement.  You will notice how much your trees 
have grown.  In successive years, you can note the effects of water, crown openness, and site 
aspect(direction the slope faces).  You can compare and contrast the results of different sites and the 
same species and/or different species on the same site.  Perhaps the most rewarding, you can see the 
results of your efforts whether it was a harvest, a crop tree release, or a new planting. 
Measuring your trees on a yearly basis is another way to look at and understand your woods can give 
insight into the dynamics of the living forest environment. 
By John & Maureen Burnham     
 

****************************************************** 
 

 

http://ecosystems.psu.edu/research/centers/private-forests/outreach/conferences


Box Elder Stain: A Lesson on Corroborating Sources 
The box elder (Acer negundo) is a common tree in southwestern Pennsylvania but doesn’t generally 
garner much attention.  It is a maple but the wood is very soft, light, not widely utilized for woodworking 
nor favored as fire wood.  Box elder is very fast growing and volunteers into some of our plantations and 
out grows the young, more valuable hardwoods.  The box elders don’t typically attain great height but 
they steal light and resources from our crop trees.  So, even though box elder is a native, we end up 
cutting a lot of box elder down to open up our plantations. 
In all my felling of box elder, I have noticed that many of the larger box elder have a spot of very red wood 
near the heart of the tree.  The red color is very striking and looks like a dark red ink.  The red marking is 
typically irregularly shaped and the stains I have seen vary markedly in size.  I have looked at this coloring 
a number of times and have wondered if it could be preserved. 
In February, I was attending a meeting in Alexandria, LA and ran into Forrest Oliveria, a long time 
colleague of mine.  Dr. Oliveria is a forest entomologist.  While catching up during a coffee break, Forrest 
mentioned that he had worked with box elder in the mid-west when he was a student.  The insect he was 
studying was a critter called a Colombian timber beetle (Corthylus columbianus Hopkins).  The insect is 
little studied as it is not an economically important pest so Forrest moved on to other insects after he 
graduated.  
 I mentioned that I was an experienced box elder manager myself and that I was fascinated by the 
distinctive red stain I found in some trees.   Forrest brightened right up and said these stains occurred 
when the Colombian timber beetle burrowed into box elder.  Further, though the beetle is also found in 
other species such as sycamore, the red colored stain is a characteristic of the Colombian timber beetle 
interaction with box elder.  As we know, forests are tricky things.  To confirm this story, I asked our friend 
of PA landowner groups and forester extraordinaire, Dr. Jim Findlay of Penn. St. U. to read this write-up.  
Jim suggested I should look at a study by Morse and Blanchette (2002) from the U. of Minn.  These 
researchers found that the red stain was indeed caused by box elder responding to wounding, but that it 
occurred in response to any wounding and did not require our specific beetle friend.  
This really piqued my interest and I did a little poking around on the web and found that another old 
acquaintance of mine, retired Forest Service scientist Mike McManus, had written about the Colombian 
timber beetle back in 1972 (Nord and McManus, 1972).  This article, though not focusing on box elder 
mentioned that box elder was occasionally used for paneling and also that the Colombian timber beetle 
was something of an economic pest, especially in white oak (Quercus alba) and was occasionally 
responsible for degraded timber quality in that species.   
As a final episode in my foray into box elder, we had the great pleasure of having foresters Russ Gibbs, 
Selene Colbert, Gary Gilmore and Tom Fitzgerald (all affiliated with PA DCNR) tour our property.  During 
the long walk and rambling discussions about everything forest and forest management, my new found 
interest in box elder came up.  Gary Gilmore, also very interested in wood working said the red stain in 
box elder was well known among woodworkers but much as the spectacular greens and purples seen in 
yellow (tulip) poplar (Liriodendron tulipfera ), the red lustre of the stain in box elder is hard to preserve in 
the cured wood.   Gary also discouraged my selective cutting of box elder as he sees it as a native 
component that the oaks, walnuts and maples I am releasing will rapidly overtop anyway.  He advises 
focusing management energy on our many invasives.  
So the next time you fell a box elder in your woods, check for the red stain and ponder the intricacy of our 
really cool Appalachian forests.   By Harold Thistle 
(As I wrote this, I realized that there is substantial literature discussing red stain in box elder. If you would like to pursue this subject 
further, I would start with the bibliography in the Morse and Blanchette reference listed below and go from there.) 
Nord J.C and M.L. McManus. April, 1972. ‘The Colombian Timber Beetle’. Forest Pest Leaflet 132, USDA Forest Service.  
Morse A.C. and R.A. Blanchette. September, 2002. ‘Etiology of Red Stain in Box Elder’. Online. Plant Health Progress.   
doi:10.1094/PHP-2002-0917-01-RS.     

 

 

 
 
 



2017 SWPWO Calendar 
Wednesday, April 19, 7:00-9:00 – Planning to Reap the Benefits of Owning your Woods 
– Jim Finley, Professor of Forest Resources, PSU, with a roundtable discussion including 
SWPWO members. Come see Dr. Jim Finley, who has given us inspiring information over 
the years that has helped us and help us make decisions about managing our woods. 
Location:  Washington & Jefferson College/ Burnett Center/ Room 103   
 
Saturday, April 22, 1:00-4:00 – Feet on the Ground Planning - Tour a SWPWO member’s 
farm and explore the potentials and possibilities – Russ Gibbs, PA Service Forester.  
More info to follow 
 
Wednesday, May 10, 7:00-9:00 –Managing Invasive Plants and Native Alternatives –
Laura Blackburn and Heather Smith USDA Forest Service Ecologists will discuss the 
pathways of invasive plants the important role native plants play in your woodlot and 
share some suggestions for replacement native species.  Location: Greene County 
Fairgrounds/ Building 10(Upstairs) 
 
Saturday, May 13, 1:00-4:00 – Tour of West Virginia Botanical Garden, Morgantown, 
WV (http://www.wvbg.org) where State Foresters say that it is one of the healthiest 
stands of hemlocks left in WV. Invasives have been and will always be a management 
issue here, especially in areas that have been disturbed.   Our guide will share info about 
their practices. We will look at a basin that they plan to partially re-flood and a new 
native wetland meadow will be established next to it. Location: Welcome Center of the 
Garden. 
 
Saturday, June 10, 9:30-2:45 -  Kids Day in the Woods –  Explore the mysteries of our 
natural environment.  Great event for families  Explore many stations, go on nature 
hike, build a bluebird box and explore the PA Wood mobile- all in one afternoon.  Pre- 
registration will be required.  See info on SWPWO website – Burnham Woodlot 
 
Saturday, July 8  1:00- 4:00 PM– Tree ID and Natural Regeneration with Species and 
Site Selection at SWPWO members Piantanida/Novendstern’s tree farm with Arlyn 
Perkey, USDA Forest Service(Retired) .   Come learn about tree identification from our 
expert teacher and tour a beautiful woodlot. Meet at Crown Center Mall parking lot, in 
front of Sears Auto Repair garage doors to carpool.  Caravan will leave at 12:00 noon. 
 
Friday, August 11, 1:00 - 3:00PM – Wood Pellet Plant Tour/ Greene County/Note 
unusual day.  Tour a local wood industry.  Meet to carpool at the Greene County 
Fairgrounds, Building #10 parking lot at 12:30 PM. 
 
Wednesday, September 13, 7:00-9:00 – Planning a timber harvest?  Review the Dos and 
Don’ts for success in planning and implementing a timber harvest.  Jim Elze – 
Professional Forester. At the Washington Conservation District offices (new offices) 
 

http://www.wvbg.org/
http://www.swpwopa.com/


Saturday, September 16, 1:00-4:00 – Harvest Site Tour at SWPWO member Bob Brown’s 
Tree Farm with Jim Elze in Greene County PA – Professional Forester.  Meet to carpool 
at the Greene County Fairgrounds, Building #10 parking lot at 12:30 PM. 
 
Saturday, September 30, 1:00–7:00 - SWPWO Picnic – Spend a beautiful Fall day in the 
woods and enjoy a potluck picnic open to members and their families.  We provide the 
meat, bread, water, and utensils More information will follow in the September 
newsletter. 
 
Wednesday, November 8, 7:00-9:00 – Managing Disturbances (EAB)  Learn about 
techniques and strategies to re-establish a healthy forest in your woods that has been 
taken out by invasives, a harvest, or other disturbance.  Greene County/ Details and 
location to follow 
 
Saturday, November 11, 1:00-4:00 – Tour Ryerson State Park and see the the status of 
plans to recover its natural diversity and attraction to the public.  Meet to carpool at the 
Greene County Fairgrounds, Building #10 parking lot at 12:30 PM. 

 

 

Dues Reminder 
Please be sure to pay your 2017 dues so you can keep up to date on our events and 

continue to receive this newsletter.   
 

 
SW PA website has the latest information about our events, contact information and 

also other news of interest for private woodland owners.  Bookmark it today: 
(http://www.swpwopa.com/ ) or just google SWPWO 

 
 
Editors:  Gay and Harold Thistle- We always welcome content for this newsletter.  Please 
send it to gaythistle@gmail.com 

 
Our Purpose 

Southwestern Pennsylvania Woodland  Owners 
(SWPWO), a not for profit association, is an 

organization of individuals interested in sound 
woodland management practices to encourage  
the diverse use of  forests for timber production, 

wildlife habitat, watershed protection and 
recreation, and to promote this multiple-use 
philosophy through education and technical 

assistance for the benefit of the membership and 
general public. 

 

 
Membership Information  

Membership dues will be collected at meetings or can be 
sent to: 

SWPWO 
2506 Hollywood Dr. 

Pittsburgh, PA 15235 
 

If sending in dues, please include name, address, phone 
number and an e-mail address.  Membership to the 
Southwestern Pennsylvania Woodland Owners 
Association is $10 per year for an individual and $15 per 
year for a household.  Keep your membership up to date 
to continue to receive the newsletter and yearly 
calendar. 

http://www.swpwopa.com/
mailto:gaythistle@gmail.com

