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Upcoming Summer Tour 
 

Tree ID and Natural Regeneration with Species and Site Selection 
Saturday, July 8 1:00- 4:00 PM 

PLANNING & MANAGING A SMALL WOODLOT 
This tour will be at the Piantanida/Novendstern’s tree farm with Arlyn Perkey, 
USDA Forest Service (Retired) as a tour guide .   Come learn about tree 
identification from our expert teacher and tour a beautiful woodlot. Meet at Crown 
Center Mall parking lot, in front of Sears Auto Repair garage doors to 
carpool.  Directions will be given out here and the caravan will leave at12:00 
noon. 

 
Last year, Maria began to build a cabin on a small woodland.  When Arlyn toured 
the site as a potential location for the July field trip, he began to point out a 
number of issues that she should have taken into account before beginning 
construction: 

 Removing trees that could fall on the structure; 

 Controlling invasives; and 

 Choosing which trees to keep and which to thin based on her vision for the 

area. 

These mistakes serve as a backdrop for the field tip on July 8.  If anyone decides 
to travel on their own to the property, please note that a GPS tends to take 
people down Kings Creek Road.  DO NOT follow those directions.  Continue a 
short distance past Kings Creek to Purdy Road and make a left.  The GPS will 
usually pick up the directions from there (Purdy - left on Meadow - right on 
Ralston). When you get to Ralston go to the end where there is a turn around.  
Turn right into the driveway and park on the lawn.  If you have problems walking, 
pull close to the house.  If you get lost, you can try calling 724-947-3139 or 412-
337-0341.  The woodlot we are touring is just a few steps off Ralston Road so 
access is easy.  Bathroom facilities are available in the house where you will be 
parking.  There are chairs for lounging. 
 



Children are welcome (if their parents are willing to keep an eye on them).  There 
is a stream for wading and throwing rocks.  There is a pond where you can fish if 
you bring your equipment. 
 
Everyone is welcome to stay after the tour and relax.  Maria will have hotdogs 
and drinks for a post-educational snack.  It would be helpful if you could let her 
know if you will be staying so she can have adequate provisions on hand.  Send 
an email to mecp1942@gmail.com. 

Shifty Forests 

If you are planning a tree planting on your property, you may want to consult with 
a forester for suggestions.  Member, Mark Fajerski did just that and has planted a 
plot of Loblolly pine species on the recommendation of his Service Forester.  
Loblolly pine has historically been associated with forestry of the deep south- not 
in the northeast.  But things, they are a changin’. 

It has recently been documented that tree ranges are shifting both west and 
north.  “Different species are responding to climate change differently. Most of 
the broad-leaf species—deciduous trees—are following moisture moving 
westward. The evergreen trees—the needle species—are primarily moving 
northward,” said Songlin Fei, a professor of forestry at Purdue University and one 
of the authors of the study. 

The study analyzed 86 tree species in the eastern U.S over a 30 year period of 
time.  About three-quarters of tree species common to eastern American 
forests—including white oaks, sugar maples, and American hollies—have shifted 
their population westward since 1980. More than half of the species studied also 
moved northward during the same period.  It appears that moisture availability 
had a stronger impact on change of location than temperature changes.   

The results are fascinating in part because they don’t immediately make sense. 
But the team has a hypothesis: While climate change has elevated temperatures 
across the eastern United States, it has also significantly altered rainfall totals. 
The northeast has gotten a little more rain since 1980 than it did during the 
proceeding century, while the southeast has gotten much less rain. The Great 
Plains, especially in Oklahoma and Kansas, have gotten much more than 
historically normal. 

So when planning a reforestation project that won’t be harvested for eighty years 
or so, you may want to consult with a professional forester to determine what tree 
species will be best suited for your site.  

Information for this article was compiled by Gay Thistle  Source:  “Divergence of species responses to climate change”.  Science 

Advances,  May 17, 2017.  Accessed online June 24, 2017, http://advances.sciencemag.org/content/3/5/e1603055 
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New Ways to Combat Hemlock Wooly Adelgid 
     The USDA Forest Service has recently reported on a study that looked at 
mechanical ways to limit the spread of hemlock wooly adelgid, an insect that has 
been fatal to a large number of majestic hemlocks.   It was found that exposing 
hemlock to high levels of sunlight reduces infestation by the wooly adelgid.  So it 
is suggested that thinning or creating strategically located gaps in the hemlock 
forest could help conserve the hemlock and reducing the use  of insecticides that 
might also harm pollinators.   
Source:  “Sunlight vs. Hemlock Wolly Adelgids, by Sarah Farmer, Feb 7, 2017.  Accessed  6/24/2017 at 
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/compass/2017/02/02/sunlight-vs-hemlock-woolly-adelgids/ 

 
Review of Past Meetings 

On Wednesday, June 10, Laura Blackburn and Heather Smith from the USDA 
Forest Service talked about the nature of invasives and their strategies to 
overwhelm the native plant populations.  On the following Saturday, Bill Mills, 
Director of the WV Botanical Society gave us a great tour through the botanical 
site which included a wetlands area and an established hemlock forest.  We saw 
a native flowering azalea and a rhododendron (not mountain laurel) that was yet 
to flower.  It would be spectacular to see this rhodo in bloom next spring.  The 
hiking trails were great with signage about the historical significance of the area, 
as well as the natural features.  On Saturday, June 10th, thirtynine people 
attended the SWPWO picnic.  Eighteen people went along on the tour led by 
Arlyn Perkey.  The day was a little warm, but beautiful and the potluck food was 
great.  Thanks to everyone who attended. 
 

  
2017 SWPWO Calendar (updated 5/2017) 

 
Friday, August 11- 1:00 - 3:00PM – Wood Pellet Plant Tour/ Greene 
County/Note unusual day of the week.  Tour a local wood industry.  Meet to 
carpool at the Greene County Fairgrounds, Building #10 parking lot at 12:30 PM. 
 
Wednesday, September 13, 7:00-9:00 – Planning a Timber Harvest?  Review 
the Dos and Don’ts for success in planning and implementing a timber harvest.  
Jim Elze – Professional Forester. At the Washington Conservation District offices 
(new offices) 
 
Saturday, September 16, 1:00-4:00 – Harvest Site Tour at SWPWO member 
Bob Brown’s Tree Farm with Jim Elze, the Consulting Forester, in Greene 
County PA – Professional Forester.  Meet to carpool at the Greene County 
Fairgrounds, Building #10 parking lot at 12:30 PM. 
 
Sunday, October 1, 1-3 PM ,Celebrate the  forests of PA with a state- wide 
“Walk in Penn’s Woods Day”.  This is the first of an annual  event to get into 
the woods sponsored by Pennsylvania Forestry Association 

https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/compass/2017/02/02/sunlight-vs-hemlock-woolly-adelgids/


(http://www.paforestry.org/)   Each county in PA and also State Parks/Forests will 
be hosting a tour of their woodlots.  SWPWO will be participating. In Greene 
County, the Thistles will hold a tour and the Burnham’s will host a tour in 
Washington County and Tony Knaus will host an Alleghany County tour.  Bring 
your friends and neighbors to the woods. 
 
Wednesday, November 8, 7:00-9:00 – Managing Disturbances (EAB)  Learn 
about techniques and strategies to re-establish a healthy forest in your woods 
that has been taken out by invasives, a harvest, or other disturbance. This talk 
will focus on the White Ash die off.  Greene County/ Details and location to follow 
 
Saturday, November 11, 1:00-4:00 – Tour Ryerson State Park and see the the 
status of plans to recover its natural diversity and attraction to the public.  Meet to 
carpool at the Greene County Fairgrounds, Building #10 parking lot at 12:30 PM. 

 
 

SW PA website has the latest information about our events, contact 
information and also other news of interest for private woodland owners.  

Bookmark it today: (http://www.swpwopa.com/ ) or just google SWPWO.  
Contact information is available at this site also. 

 
 

Editors:  Gay and Harold Thistle- We always welcome content or ideas for this 
newsletter.  Please send it to gaythistle@gmail.com 
 

 
Our Purpose 

Southwestern Pennsylvania Woodland  
Owners (SWPWO), a not for profit 

association, is an organization of individuals 
interested in sound woodland management 
practices to encourage  the diverse use of  

forests for timber production, wildlife habitat, 
watershed protection and recreation, and to 

promote this multiple-use philosophy through 
education and technical assistance for the 

benefit of the membership and general public. 
 

 
Membership Information  

Membership dues will be collected at meetings or 
can be sent to: 

SWPWO 
2506 Hollywood Dr. 

Pittsburgh, PA 15235 
 

If sending in dues, please include name, address, 
phone number and an e-mail address.  
Membership to the Southwestern Pennsylvania 
Woodland Owners Association is $10 per year for 
an individual and $15 per year for a household.  
Keep your membership up to date to continue to 
receive the newsletter and yearly calendar. 

http://www.paforestry.org/
http://www.swpwopa.com/
mailto:gaythistle@gmail.com

